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REE PRAGUE 3032 

1. OTTO ORNEST, CONVICTED OCTOBER 18 ON CHARGES OF SUBVERSION 
(REETEL) APPEARED ON CZECHOSLOVAK TELEVISION NOVEMBER 13 AND 
READ A STATEMENT ADMITTING HIS COMPLICITY IN A PLOT TO SMUGGLE 
ARTICLES OUT OF CZECHOSLOVADIA FOR USE IN EMIGRE PUBLICATIONS 
LISTY AND SVEDECTVI. TEXT OF HIS STATEMENT WAS PRINTED IN 
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RUDE PRAVO FOLLOWING DAY. 

2. ORNEST REPUDIATED IN ADVANCE ANY ATTEMPT IN THE WEST TO 
MAKE HIM A "FALSE HERO" AND CAUTIONED FELLOW CITIZENS AGAINST 
THE WILES OF FOREIGNDIPLOMATS. HE CONCLUDED HIS ME A CULPA WITH 
CONFESSION OF HAVING "SUCCUMBED TO BOURGEOIS BANKRUPTCY." 

3. FOR THE RECORD, SWEDISH DIPLOMAT SAID TO HAVE ACTED AS AN 
INTERMEDIATE IS IDENTIFIED AS ONE JANSEN, NOT JOHNSSON AS 
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED (PRAGUE 3011). ORNEST'S STATEMENT ALSO NAMED 
MRS. URSULA MOLLER, WIFE OF FORMER DANISH AMBASSADOR, AND 
FORMER PAK DCM HASSAN; INTERESTINGLY, INTRODUCTION TO HIS 
CONFESSION SHOWED HIS TV-TAPED MEETING WITH FORMER CANADIAN 
DCM BONTHRON AND ANNOUNCER NOTED INTEREST OF CANADIAN EMBASSY 
IN THAT TAPE, BUT NEITHER ANNOUNCER NOR ORNEST MENTIONED 
BONTHRON BY NAME. 

4. COMMENT: WE CAN ONLY GUESS AT THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH 
LED TO ORNEST'S PUBLIC CONFESSION, BUT THE PURPOSE, CLEARLY, IS 

TO IMPRESS ON LOCAL CITIZENRY THE PERILS OF CONTACTS WITH FOREIGN 
DIPLOMATS AND OF ENGAGING IN COMMUNICATION WITH EMIGRE 
PUBLISHERS IN ROME AND ELSEWHERE. MORE EXCERPTS FROM ORNEST'S 
CONFESSION MAY BE FORTHCOMING. SABYRNE 
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